PULPIT CURRICULUM
“Understand the Cycle of Ministry”
Series: Built To Last
January 9 – January 15, 2022
Derek A. Ward
Verse of the Week: Acts 4:47 ESV
“For so the Lord has commanded us, saying,
“‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’”

1.1 GOING DEEPER
2.Acts 13:4 – Acts 14:28
1. Despite the varying setbacks/challenges encountered by Barnabas and Saul on the first missionary journey in the text Acts 13:4 –
Acts 14:28, there are at least eight (8) instances when they operated in boldness. Identify and list these occurrences.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. The assigned text presents a pattern of preaching to persecution, from city to city. What inferences can believers draw from this
pattern to fulfill the mission of sharing the gospel?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. To persevere in the truth suggests that “Opposition isn’t an indication that we’re doing something wrong or that we should stop,
but in many cases, it’s an indication that we need to press in and move forward.” Compare and contrast Acts 13: 11 and Acts 5:3-4, 9
and Acts 8:20-23 in relation to this statement.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. The cycle of ministry – communication, opposition, perseverance, fruit – is evidenced in the designated text. Identify the fruit that
was borne to Saul and Barnabas on this first missionary journey.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. We are commanded to take the light of the Word to a dark world. Use scripture references to demonstrate how believers should
operate in or present the fruit of truth.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ASSESS YOUR LIFE
1) How prepared are you to operate in the cycle of ministry?

I have no interest in the
cycle of ministry.

I am interested in the cycle
of ministry but am timid to
share the gospel.

I am occasionally sharing the
gospel but retreat when I face
opposition.

I am engaged in the cycle of
ministry and am striving to
persevere when I face
opposition.

I consistently engage in the
cycle of ministry and am
bearing fruit.

2) What circumstances may be delaying you from engaging in the cycle of ministry?

3. APPLICATION
1. What actions are you willing to take to engage in the cycle of ministry?
4.
a. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Of the list above, which one(s) will you be intentional about working on this week?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I will ask _______________________________to hold me accountable in this.

Sermon Main Points

Sermon Reflection
What stood out for me in this sermon?

What is something I can do to remember this?

5 Day Study Plan (“Study to show yourself Approved unto God…”)

Inductive Bible Study

The stages of the cycle of ministry are:
Communicate the truth with boldness
Be prepared for opposition
Persevere in the truth
Celebrate the fruit of ministry
Remember that:
Those who are called of the Spirit must trust the
Spirit for direction.
We are commanded to share the gospel; must
embrace every opportunity to do so and take it
seriously.

Day
1

Psalm 96:2-4

What I learned (observation / interpretation):

Observation (What
does the text say?)

How I will Respond (application):

This phase is about observing
exactly what the text is saying.

Day
2

Day
3

Pretend you’re an investigator
who’s just gathering the facts. Ask
yourself the five W’s and H: (Who,
what, where, when, why, how).

Ephesians 6:19-20
What I learned:

Interpretation (What

How I will Respond:

does the text mean?
Discover what the author is trying
to communicate. And to do this,
you need to look at the context to
determine
What is the main theme and
what is the meaning of key
words;
Examine cross references
Compare translations
Summarize the text
Use commentaries (last
resort)

1 Peter 5:8-9
What I learned:

How I will Respond:

Application (How

Day
4

Day
5

should this affect Me?)

1 Peter 4:12-14
What I learned:

Don’t study the bible just for
knowledge – study for application.
If you stop at the interpretation
stage, you are selling yourself
short. Based on what you have
learnt, ask yourself “How should
this change the way I think, speak
and behave?

How I will Respond:

Seek to identify if there are - Sins
to confess; Promises to claim;
Examples to follow; Actions to
obey or Knowledge to grow in.

Colossians 3:12-17
What I learned:

How I will Respond:

For best results, this content should be read and prepared privately and then discussed in your small group or with family / friends.
We were not created to do life alone - get engaged today.
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Use this map and table to follow Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary journey. (Acts 13 & 14)

